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NEWSLETTER

‘ e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o  S h o u l d  b e  W o r t h y  -  o F  g r e a t  m e r i t ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  v a l u e . ’

Yesterday was Mock Interview 
Day for our Year 11 pupils. This 
was the culmination of weeks 

of work in their Citizenship/Careers 
lessons having gone through the 
steps of preparing a CV and a cover-
ing letter. Pupils also received some 
guidance on different types of inter-
views and what to do and what not to 
do in an interview.

Prior to their interview, pupils waited 
anxiously in the ‘waiting area’. Each 
pupil was allocated a 20 minute 
interview with one of the volunteer 
professionals that kindly gave their 
time to help with this day. Pupils 
were called in and their CVs and 
cover letters were critiqued and guid-
ance was given on how they could be 
improved. 

Following this was the interview 
itself! Pupils were asked a range of 
questions ranging from what their 
strengths and areas for development 
are to how they thought social media 
could enhance their employment 
prospects. 

At the end of the day the 

CONGRATULATIONS

Continued on page 3...

YOU’Re HIRed!
Yr11 pupils ace their mock interviews!

To all SixTh Form STudenTS on 
Some FanTaSTic mock reSulTS!
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KeY dATeS

SpRING TeRm

22nd February to 24th march 2016

SUmmeR TeRm

11th april - 27th may 2016

6th June - 22nd July 2016

STAff TRAINING 
dAYS

25th & 26th July 2016

INTeRNAL exAm WeeKS

year 7
W/c 13th June 2016

year 8
W/c 6th June 2016

year 9
W/c 23rd may 2016

year 10
W/c 27th June 2016

As I’m sure some parents are already aware, the Depart-
ment of Education will this summer introduce a new 
system for the reporting of school performance data. 

This will replace the standard measures we have become 
accustom to over time, for instance, the 5A*-C (including 
English and Mathematics) or as it is otherwise known, the 
Gold Standard.

The two new measures are Attainment 8 and Progress 8. Attain-
ment 8 will measure the expected achievement of a pupil across 8 qualifications 
including Mathematics and English, plus additional further qualifications that 
count in the English Baccalaureate measure, or are on the approved GCSE quali-
fications list set by the Department of Education. Progress 8 aims to capture the 
progress a pupil makes from the end of primary school to the end of secondary 
school. It is a type of value added measure, which means that pupils’ results 
are compared to the actual achievements of other pupils with the same prior 
attainment. 

A school’s Progress 8 score will be 
calculated as the average of its pupils’ 
Progress 8 scores. It will give an indica-
tion of whether, as a group, pupils in the 
school made above or below average 
progress compared to similar pupils in 
other schools.

All pupils at Woldgate School will study 
both English Language and English Liter-
ature. When a pupils results are reported 
in August, the higher grade will count 
twice and the lower grade will form part 
of Progress 8, if appropriate.

For example, if we use a fictional pupil 
called James. James has an expected 
Attainment 8 of four grade Bs and four 
grade Cs, based on his Key Stage 2 prior 
attainment. However, James actually 
achieves eight grade Bs in his results 
used to calculate his actual Attainment 
8. James has therefore achieved on aver-
age half a grade higher than expected, 
so his Progress 8 is 0.5. Once the Depart-
ment for Education has every pupils 
Progress 8 score, they will calculate the 
school’s average Progress 8 score.

The new performance measures are designed to “encourage schools to offer a 
broad and balanced curriculum with a focus on an academic core at Upper School, 
and reward schools for the teaching of all their pupils, measuring performance 
across 8 qualifications”. Every increase in every grade a pupil achieves will there-
fore attract additional points in the performance school tables.

We will, of course, ensure that as your son or daughter approaches GCSE studies 
in Upper School, you receive the necessary information to keep you abreast of 
the national changes that are currently being introduced by government. I just 
felt at this time that it was important that all parents were aware of how we will 

be reporting our results this summer.

Do have a good weekend.

Welcome

HeAdTeACHeR’S WeLCOme

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer

Follow @Woldgate

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

https://twitter.com/woldgate/

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/

SOCIAL medIA
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noticeboard

HeAdTeACHeR’S 
AWARd

YeAR 8
Zoe lennon

georgina Flemming

YeAR 9
harry cooper

Faith room

YeAR 10
edWard curran

amber leWiS

YeAR 11
madeleine duke

emily JenkinS

...from front page.

CARe & ACHIevemeNT 
CO-ORdINATORS

Mrs r Bourne
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator

sixtH ForM

07790 351276

Mrs c WrigHt
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
upper scHool

07790 351281

Mr s ButcHer
care & acHieveMent 

co-ordinator 
loWer scHool

07790 351283

interviewers gave their feedback on 
what they had experienced and it 
was all very positive. The interview-
ers complimented our pupils on their 
maturity, good manners and positive 
attitude. Many of the interviewers 
commented that the pupils were a 
credit to the school. Well done Year 
11!

Hopefully, the experience has helped 
pupils be a little more ready for the 
journey that lay in front of them.

A big thank you to 
the companies & 
individuals who gave 
freely of their time 
to make this event 
happen:

• Paul Mccartan (Yara)

• Mrs Cook (The Rocking 
Horse Shop)

• Grahame Mellanby 
(Frost Studios)

• Benny Martin (Lloyds Bank)

• HETA

• Mr Lawley (Tesco Pharmacy)

• Mrs Lawley (York University)

• Nestle

• RAF

• Phil Benson (Xing)

• Sainsbury’s

• Amy Blenkiron (Hull 
University)

• School Governors: Mike 
Whytock, John Sinclair 
and Martin Braidley
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In Lower School, our pupils are set homework for each 
subject once per week. Pupils should be set no more 
than three separate homeworks per evening, and each 

homework should take no longer than 30 minutes each (20 
minutes each for Year 7).

Homework is a fundamental part of our pupils’ learning; it 
helps pupils to develop their organisation, self motivation 
and resilience. Most importantly, homework enables our 
pupils to develop their love of learning for its own sake; to 

pursue their curiosity and to practice newly learnt skills.

To this end, it is extremely important that pupils write down their home-
work instructions accurately in each lesson, together with the due date. 
Parents and carers also play a vital role in encouraging pupils in their 
homework, checking that the work is completed, and raising any concerns 
regarding homework with form tutors and subject teachers.

mR SLOmAN WRITeS:

Mr l sloMan
Head oF loWer scHool

loWer & upper School

WeLCOme bACK mRS SmITH!

We would like to extend a warm welcome back to Mrs Smith, our 
Head of Care and Achievement (HOCA) for Year 8, who has now 
returned from maternity leave.  She and Mr Chapman, who has 

been standing is as HOCA for Year 8 during her absence, will be working 
closely over the next half term to ensure a smooth transition. Mrs Smith 
will assume responsibility for the Care and Achievement of Year 8 pupils 
with effect from Monday 8th April, the first day of the Summer Term.

This week has seen a mixture of activities for Upper 
School pupils.

Year 10 pupils enjoyed some enrichment activities 
on Thursday during their Citizenship lesson where netball, 
basketball and football were on offer.  It is always interesting 
to see the competitive element come through some of these 
year group activities and to see the excellent teamwork and 
support that pupils undertake.

Meanwhile, in Year 11, our pupils have experienced some mock interviews 
with local business people.  Having been given the details of a particular 
employment role, they had to prepare a CV and then undergo an interview.  
It has been interesting to watch them as they try to identify their strengths 
and give examples of occasions when they may have worked as part of a 
team, for example.

Year 11 pupils also need to watch out for details coming soon after the 
Easter break about their year group photograph, hoodies, yearbooks and 
further details about their Prom.

KeY dATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

YeAR 10
14th march

inJectionS

17th march

employer Q&a

YeAR 11
14th march

inJectionS

23rd march

gcSe drama moderation

mS LONGSTAff WRITeS:

Ms a longstaFF
Head oF upper scHool

KeY dATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

YeAR 7
16th & 17th march

geography FieldWork 
trip to mancheSter

YeAR 8
24th march

civil War re-enactment event

YeAR 9
17th march

dove health campaign
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upper School

pUpILS ImmeRSed IN CULTURAL  
vARIeTY ON ReCeNT THeATRe 
vISITS.

Drama pupils have been treated to an array of 
great theatre visits recently, ranging from 
a musical adaption of the ‘Great Gatsby’ 

to the brilliant British classic,’ Lord of the Flies’.
Both performances have proved to be insightful 
and thought provoking as pupils analyse the skills 
demonstrated by the actors in preparation for 
their upcoming exams.

‘Lord of the Flies’, which is currently touring 
following a successful run on the West End at the 
Regent’s Park Open Air Theatre, amazed the audi-
ence with an incredible set and theatrical effects, 
transporting the audience to the remote island 
where the action takes place. It was great to see 
our pupils engaged throughout, marvelling at the 
physical action, breakneck pace,  and phenomenal 
energy of the actors who created an incredibly 
tense atmosphere, feeling increasingly claustro-
phobic as the often shocking events of the story 
unfolded. The pupils have all responded very posi-
tively to the performance and are now continuing 
to analyse the work in preparation for their exam.

The theatre staff at the Alhambra, Bradford, 
remarked that our pupils’ behavior was exem-
plary amongst an auditorium packed full of other 
school groups. Well done!

LORD OF THE FLIES - SET AMONGST THE WRECKAGE OF THEIR DOWNED PLANE.

PIGGY LOOKS ON AS RALPH AND JACK FIGHT
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SCARbOROUGH SpORTS SCHOLARSHIp 3 – 0  WOLdGATe 

Woldgate travelled to Malton to take on top of the league Scarborough knowing they had to win to keep their 
chances of winning the league alive going into the final two games of the season. 

The home side got off to a dream start, piling pressure on the Woldgate goal which eventually resulted in 
them taking the lead courtesy of a clinical finish from the edge of the area. This seemed to spark Woldgate into life 
who dominated the game for the remainder of the half without creating many clear cut opportunities. The best of 
which fell to Elliott Beadle who shot just wide with only the keeper to beat. Woldgate’s other opportunities came 
from the dead ball delivery of Elliott Russell but unfortunately the ball would not break kindly for Woldgate in the 
opponent’s area and they went in 1-0 down at half time. 

The second half started in much the same vein as the first had ended with Woldgate in the ascendency without creat-
ing any clear cut chances. They were eventually made to pay for their lack of creativity when against the run of play 
Scarborough added to their lead with a free header from a corner. This completely changed the game and as Wold-
gate had no option but to press in search of a goal to get them back into the game they invariably left themselves 
vulnerable to the counter-attack. This resulted in Scarborough finishing the game off with 5 minutes left to play as 
their striker raced onto a long clearance to slide the ball coolly past Mills in the Woldgate goal. 

It is an exciting time in Sixth Form at the moment as our 
Year 13 students begin to make their final preparations 
and choices for university courses, training and employ-

ment. Students who have applied to university have been 
busy attending interviews and final Open Days in order to 
make an informed choice about which university they are 
going to put down as their firm choice, and which university 
will be their insurance choice. 

Now is also the time for our students to fill out their Student Finance 
application forms. It can take up to six weeks to process student finance 
applications so we advise students to apply early as the application can be 
amended or cancelled if plans change. It may also take time to gather the 
documents and information required to complete the application. Applica-
tions for Student Finance need to be made online via the Student Finance 
England website. Year 13 students will be receiving guidance and support 
on this process during their Personal Development sessions. 

Students who have chosen not to go on to university are also receiving 
advice and guidance, and next Thursday 17th March there will be an infor-
mation session for all students considering higher level apprenticeships. It 
has been a great pleasure speaking to students over the past few weeks and 
hearing about their plans for next year; from students who are planning to 
take a Gap Year where they work and travel, to students who are going on 
to study a fascinating and varied mix of subjects at their chosen universities. 
The coming weeks of study will be crucial for all of our students in helping 
them to achieve their goals and give them the best possible set of results 
which they will carry with them whatever path they are choosing to take.

mRS LAWSON WRITeS:

Mrs K laWson
Head oF sixtH ForM

KeY dATeS
S p r i n g  t e r m  2 0 1 6

fOOTbALL fIxTUReS

16th march

Woldgate vS elliot hudSon college

1400 k.o. aWay

Sixth Form

CORReCTION

We miSSpelled JaSmine hanley in laSt Week’S 
edition, She perFormed in leS miSerable at 
JoSeph roWntree theatre, york. Sorry 

JaSmine - once again Well done! 
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THIS WeeK, YeAR 12 ANd YeAR 13 STUdeNTS ReCeIved THeIR mOCK exAm ReSULTS.

the mock proceSS reSembleS the actual a level exam anD reSultS proceSS aS cloSely 
aS poSSible.  thiS experience gave StuDentS Some vital inSightS into how it will Feel to 

be unDertaking their examS in may, anD receiving their reSultS in auguSt.

it iS alSo an opportunity For StuDentS to reFlect on their achievementS So Far, anD it iS hopeD that thiS 
proceSS will act in a poSitive way to FocuS the StuDentS For the challengeS oF the remainDer oF the year.
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